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Ronnie Greene’s 
Diary 


Well bless my old operating theatre socks, you are the kindest bunch of 
folk in the world. Get well cards, letters, phone calls—all I can do is to say 
“Thank You.” Can anybody wonder why I am so proud of my association 
with Wimbledon and am I glad that we kept going when all the other London 
tracks dropped out when things weren’t good. 





Congratulations on a smashing win over Belle Vue, the Morecombe and 
Wise Boys felt on top of the world, i bei. Glad to learn that young Peter 
Murray’s finding form again. I’m told Poole have their eye on him—at least 
it lets Dave Lanning out. 


Did you read about my old pal Bobbie Dugard riding for Eastbourne? 
Nearly busted my stitches with laughing. 


Many moons ago the good old Ye'low Star Club Members kindly pre- 
sented to the Dons a brand new machine. One of the provisos was that they 
wanted to know which rider used it and how much he was charged for its 
use. My blunt but perhaps unkind rep!y was—I am unable to accept this gift 
with any tabs attached. When the spare is used it is always in an emergency. 
According to any rider the spare never runs or can be handled like his own 
machine so, when he is in a spot of trouble and that is often, the Pits are like 
Bedlam, everyone is keen to get the “ big stiff” going again quickly. So off 
comes a nut, a carb or spring. Unless one is around with twenty pairs of 
eyes, the next one needing the spare is unlucky. So please bear a little with the 
bloke who endeavours to consider all the aspects. To my knowledge our spare 
has been in at least four road accidents. I may be giving an impression that 
the Management have only ever had one spare and that we are mean about its 
care. To this let me say rubbish-Wimbledon Management are as good to their 
riders (that is as far as regulations permit) as any promotion. The spare 
maintenance business is not easy to control. 


What would cheer me up no end would be if all you real supporters could 
bring along one extra new face, say every other week. Well I am writing 
under a considerable handicap at the moment, but I’m endeavouring to be 
as tough as those great lads of ours who make a Dons line-up from Nigel to 
Ron, not forgetting Vic. 


See you soon, 


——_——_ 


RISING TO THE OCCASION by Philip Rising 


Life as a speedway rider can be a hectic sort of existence. Take Ronnie 
Moore and Trevor Hedge for example. Last week they .were racing almost 
every night. . . and this week is little different. 


Newcastle on Monday, Leicester on Tuesday for the semi final of the 
World Championship, Wolverhampton tomorrow. That sort of itinary demands 
not only a high degree of physical fitness but also superbly maintained riding 
equipment. Some riders see looking after their machinery as a chore to be 
ignored as often as possible but the difference between one rider and another 
is frequently the bikes they are mounted on. 


No one can completely guarantee against any engine failures but in the 
long run well-maintained riding equipment reaps a profitable harvest. 

Less than a week now to the Internationale, sponsored by Wills, and after 
last week it would take a brave man to forecast victory going to anyone other 
than Ivan Mauger. Like most champions, Ivan is a frequent target for 
boos round the speedway circuit; it is the price of being in a superlative class. 
But whether you boo or cheer him, it is easy to recognise and admire the 
supreme ability of the man. 


I’m a little partisan towards Wimbledon, of course, and would dearly 
like to see either Trevor Hedge or Ronnie Moore pot the Wills trophy but 
Mauger is the man they must fear most. Good as Mauger is both of these 
Wimbledon heroes can defeat the World Champion and what better night 
than Spring Bank Holiday Monday. 


Not that Mauger will represent their only serious challenge. Almost any 
one of the sixteen-strong field could emerge as the victor and only a complete 
fool would disregard Barry Briggs. Those who love to boo have made Briggs 
less of a target than Mauger is now—or Ove Fundin was—and he is always a 
popular figure at Wimbledon. His contribution to British speedway, on and 
off the track, since he began his career in Britain with Wimbledon in March 
1952, is immeasurable. Briggs, Mauger, Moore—all three would figure in the 
reckoning if a poll were held to elect an all-time speedway great. All, remark- 
ably, are New Zealanders and all, at one stage of their respective careers, 
have ridden for Wimbledon. 


The Internationale undoubtedly possesses all the necessary ingredients 
for an outstanding meeting but the Wimbledon riders have more important 
things on their minds at present. After last Thursday’s convincing win over 
Belle Vue the prospect of winning the British League championship for the 
first time became a little closer. 

Kings Lynn are tonight’s visitors and are captained by another popular 
rider at Plough Lane. Terry Betts has ridden guest appearances for the 
Dons and is a rider who always gives of his best, whatever the meeting, who 
ever he is riding for. A, true professional, in fact, and a highly skilled rider in 
the bargain, Betts brings with him Malcolm Simmons, who rides Wimbledon 
well, and Howard Cole, a World Finalist last year. In support are some 
promising youngsters and while Kings Lynn don’t have so many aces as Belle 
Vue (no pun intended) they must not be treated lightly. 
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Cyril and Gary 
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PITS BITS 


Quite a week last week, wasn’t it? On Tuesday there was that cliff-hanger 
draw over at West Ham. Wednesday, just a two point defeat in another great 
match against a Briggs strengthened Poole and then that clash against Belle 
Vue last Thursday. Really great, spicey and competitive speedway all through. 
To cap it all Ronnie Moore lifted the Suprema at Hackney on Friday with five 
superlative rides. 


It is difficult to believe that speedway riders can be involved in such a 
fiercely competitive sport—and yet be so helpful to each other. Last Thursday 
we had the Japanese Internationale rider Jimmy Ogisu along to cast an 
eye over us. We took him along to the pits because he wanted a bit of help 
in obtaining a clutch cable. The first rider to hear of Jimmy’s trouble was 
Ivan Mauger who promptly offered the cable from his spare—as soon as he 
had finished his rides for the evening. 


Next morning Jimmy arrived soon after dawn had cracked for a private 
pre-arranged practice session. Who was also there, just in case Jimmy needed 
any advice or help—none other than Ronnie Moore, despite having had three 
consecutive late nights and the prospect of the Superama before him that 
evening. 
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WIMBLEDON SPEEDWAY 


Meetings conducted by Wimbledon Speedway Ltd. 
Plough Lane, S.W.17 Tel.: 946 5361 


SEASON 1970 





OFFICIALS 
Controller of Racing... = oe ara ... RONALD W. GREENE, M.B.E 
Clerk of Course ... <4 ah i bat 2B. id ae ... D. RACKETT 
Chief Pit Marshal ae = 58 St sg as x4 ... A, CARTER 
Starting Marshal ... is As ae AS ae aan we F, LAWRENCE 
Machine Examiner Be 2.8 ~~ ae hes ac pe Vv. HARWOOD 
Announcer a9 aes sve a ws ang ae ae KEN TOZER 
A.C.U. Official Referee ... seh ee or on sae es G. R. ALLAN 
Timekeeper ae re me ee: Tee oe im we L, E. HERWIG 
Medical Officer... ee ss 1a bas Dr. J. A. WALL, M.B.B.S., M.R.C.S. 


Merton Division St. John Ambulance Brigade in attendance 
This meeting is held under the Speedway Regulations of the 
Speedway Control Board 
Track Licence No. 70/22 Permit No. SP 078 


The Management reserve the right to alter this programme. Should it be necessary 
through any cause to abandon the meeting prior to the sixth race in the programme, 
tickets for a subsequent meeting will be issued at the exits. In no circumstances will 
any money be refunded. 


Betting is absolutely prohibited at all Speedway Meetings held at Wimbledon Stadium. 


Track record 61.9 sec.: Trevor Hedge, Ist September, 1969 





BRITISH LEAGUE MATCH 


WIMBLEDON KING’S LYNN 
(DONS) (STARS) 
(Red, Yellow Star) (Yellow, Green Stars) 
13 HEATS 


Winners of each race 3 pts.; 2nd, 2 pts.; 3rd, | pt. 
Riders are identified by Helmet Colours 
Home Team Red and Blue. Visiting Team White and Yellow & Black 
Captains 
RONNIE MOORE TERRY BETTS 


Team Managers 
VIC GOODEN CYRIL CRANE 


Tactical Substitutes. After Heat 4 a team six points or more in arrears may use 
a substitute rider, A rider disqualified for breaking the tapes may be replaced by a 
reserve Nos. 6 or 7. 


RIDERS INDIVIDU. 

















WIMBLEDON 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
1 Reg. Luckhurst pei 34 | | S 
2 Jim Tebby ° REVS ES 4 
3 Trevor Hedge lee | 35 Silica $! 
4 Cyril Maidment hii 2? lide 3 
5 Ronnie Moore (C) ee | 3) oul Se Pe aed 
6 Gary Everett | 33 2 ec bp 
7 Peter Murray ae bce | Cl t; 
+ pea 
Heat Helmet Points Scored 
No. Riders Substitute Col. Pts. Wim. K. Lynn 
Heat 1 |R. Luckhurst or.) he R % A es 
Time | J. Tebby Sea | 
eS a ae ae ie | a = 
65...) | A. Brown , ‘vas | @ . 
Heat 2. |G. Everett | a. rR : 3 5 i | 
Time P. Murray a A | B ad 
a Progressive Score 
A. Belham pe ennai Wide | 
68:5 |p. crane | ‘Yep iO 9 : 4 





Heat 3 R. Moore 


3 3 


Progressive Score 


l2 | G 


M. Simmons a? ere bf 


61 3 I Turner H Y&B 


Time |C. Maidment 2. : ne a aS 
& 
) 





Heat 4 T. Hedge Becscstagssessioseeect 3 % > 
Time G. Everett rs, Sener) | eS i 
: H Progressive Score 
H. Cole —_. \ oe 
64-9 D. Crane ‘Yes: | 9 





AL SCORE 





KING’S LYNN 


Terry Betts (C) 


Allan Brown 


Howard Cole 

Ian Turner 
Malcolm Simmons 
Alan Belham 


David Crane 


~L HR) Fypwyrwnye 


No. Riders 


Heat 5 R. Moore 
Time C. Maidment 
T. Betts 
( GG’. A. Brown 


| Heat 6 |R. Luckhurst 
Time J. Tebby 


H. Cole 
Heat 7 |T. Hedge 


Time G. Everett 
M. Simmons 





Heat 8 


Time 


J. Tebvy 
P, Murray 


A. Brown 


CHART 


Helmet 
Substitute Col. Pts. 





a. Be Ww 
BELYAM | Y&B 
Ps TE iR 
ae iw 


VT SETS yep) 


W90-plor-wl-oONwl|-Ong 





Points Scored 
Wim. K. Lynn 


Sir 


Progressive Score 


20.10 
Sir. 


Progressive Score 


ede |) \s 
re 


Progressive Score 


29 13 


2S 


Progressive Score 


pyar VG 


Helmet 


Substitute Col. 


Points Scored 
Wim. K. Lynn 





Heat 
No. Riders 
Heat 9 |R. Moore 


Time C. Maidment 


H. Cole 


Heat 10 |R. Luckhurst 
Time J. Tebby 


M. Simmons 


Heat 11 |T. Hedge 
Time P, Murray 
T. Betts 


seeeeee 


Heat 12 |R. Luckhurst 


Time C. Maidment 


H. Cole 
65:4 M. Simmons 
Heat 13 |T. Hedge 
Time R. Moore 
_ |T. Betts 
CE ’ I. Turner 


se eeeeeee 


| CRANE yas 


2 — | R 











ho 


ae 
yan 2143! @-% 


Aha fa 


Progressive Score 


| 36 | ee 


[es 


Progressive Score 
Ped 
51 Ce 


Progressive Score 


Ae fevad 


Progressive Score 


Bt 


Final Score 
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DONS NEW RACING LEATHERS ARE PRESENTED BY 


ELITE MOTORS 


OF TOOTING 


LONDON’S BIGGEST SUPPLIERS OF 
MOTOR-CYCLES AND ALLIED ACCESSORIES 





EVENT 2 


Dons Stars 
Bonus 
HEAT 1 ee 
Reg Luckhurst (Red) Terry Betts (White) ay a 
(Blue) Howard Cole (Y&B) 
MvuR ROT : ; 
Result ......... (1) \al.....2) eB.a)RrimeGS.: | pts/..S.. \ a 
HEAT 2 
Jim Tebby (Red) 


Cyril Maidment 


(Blue) 


DONS v. STARS 
The team losing the league match receive a bonus of half the 
difference in the match score 


Allan Brown 


versa OMEN ERS... 


(Y&B) 
Result WME) RAVE) Yea) TimeE4 Ps 


HEAT 3 


Ronnie Moore 


Reg Luckhurst 


(Y &B) 
Result BLneF.1) RAD..2) 0.8. (3) Time. 01:3 Pts 


(Red) 


(Blue) (Y&B) 
Result ZED.) Ye®..02) RLVE(3) Time. 4. “Pts 


HEAT 4 
Peter Murray (Red) 
Gary Everett (Blue) 
HEAT 5 
Trevor Hedge (Red) 
Ronnie Moore (Blue) 
HEAT 6 


Jim Tebby 


(Red) 


Malcolm Simmons (White) 


Terry Betts 


David Crane 
Alan Belham 


Howard Cole 


Malcolm Simmons 


(Y&B) 
ResultKEP. (1) SVE (2) wH.TKG) TimeS5:.\ Pts 


(White) 


Gary Everett 


Allan Brown 


HEAT 7 





Cyril Maidment 
Peter Murray 


(Blue) 


Alan Belham 


(White) 


(Red) 
(Blue) 


TURNER... (White) 
David Crane 


(Y&B) 
Result Sud (nwo) CED..3) TimB?4. ps4... 


(Y&B) 


(White) 





(White) 

















NOVICES PRACTISING AFTER RACING 


8. Nigel Rackett 16 Gordon Kennett 
10. David Kennett S. Collins 
Roger Johns P. Lach-Szyrma 





SUPPORTERS CLUB NEWS 


WOLVERHAMPTON v. WIMBLEDON (British League) TOMORROW 
NIGHT. Coach leaves Stadium 2.30 p.m. FARE 19s. 6d. (Children and 
O.A.P. 12s. 6d.). 


ANSWERS TO LAST WEEK’S QUIZ. 
1. Oxford. 


1968 WAS NOT the right answer. Monk still rode for the “‘ Tigers ”’ 
(Sheffield variety) in 1968. 


3. Peterborough ‘‘ Panthers’? Nicknames of these teams are also those of the 
“cat” family. 


Lea Bridge, Southampton, Sunderland. 
Middlesbrough ‘‘ Teessiders.”’ 

Wimbledon Team Manager—Vic Gooden. 
Anders Michanek—Getingarna (11.7). 
Chris Bailey—Rochdale. 

9. Belle Vue, Exeter, Poole, Swindon. 

10. Leicester ** Lions.” 


WEST HAM MATCH REPORT 


Custom House Stadium has been like a morgue this season, but an un- 
known young Swede brought life back to the terraces and smiles to the faces 
of East Londoners. Thrister Lusqvist, yet another Olle Nygren discovery, 
clouted the fence in his first ride, then registered two wins over Hedge and 
Luckhurst. In his last race, he finished behind the lethal Moore-Hedge duo, 
but only after a four lap titanic duel with Trevor which completely shattered 
any nerves Wimbledon and West Ham supporters may have had left. Most 
Wimbledon supporters thought this would be a walk-over, but instead we 
witnessed a classic battle, certainly the best for many moons, at the end of 
which we were more than grateful to have snatched a draw. Under their 
new manager, West Ham have found new fire and but for the tragic accident 
which cost Sverre Harrfeldt a broken arm after scoring 5 paid 6 from two 
rides, the Hammers probably would have beaten us. 


Ronnie Moore continued his unbeaten league record with an easy maxi- 
mum followed by Trevor who after a pointless first ride (engine trouble) 
dropped only 1 point to the opposition. Reg tried everything but found 
heat wins elusive. Spare a thought also for ‘* Sideways-Sid ’ who rode magnifi- 
cently and finished with very little to show for it. A splendid showing from 
Gary Everett with two heat wins, whereas “Slim Jim” suffered a quiet night, 
but his one point came just when we needed it. Peter Murray held the vital 


SNAKE 


third place in two rides, but was excluded from his third race. In summing 
up, we can think ourselves lucky to have met the ‘“ Hammers” now and not 
later in the Season. 


WEST HAM—39 : T. Clarke 11, T. Lusqvist 7, O. Nygren and P. Bradshaw 
6, S. Harrfeldt and S, Stevens 4, M. Piddock 1. 


WIMBLEDON—39 : R. Moore 12, T. Hedge 7 paid 8, R. Luckhurst 6 paid 7, 
G. Everett 6, C. Maidment 5, P. Murray 2, J. Tebby 1. 


POOLE (Challenge) MATCH REPORT 


Believe it or not, but despite the fact that Barry Briggs guested for Poole, 
despite Wimbledon’s non-use of the tactical substitute rule, despite our 12 
point deficit after eight heats, Wimbledon still took the Pirates to a last-heat 
decider. Maybe we are counting our chickens, but on this showing, Dons 
look certain of victory in the league match in July. 


First visit to the new style Poole circuit for Ronnie Moore, but he still 
thrashed everyone in sight, with the exception of “‘ Briggo ’’ who just managed 
to win, but in the second half, Ronnie headed him home both times they met. 
Every Wimbledon rider performed well, but a special mention must be made 
of Reg Luckhurst, Jim Tebby and Peter; Murray. In heat 11, Reg and Jim 
scored a sensational 4—2 win over Barry Briggs. From the tapes and into the 
first bend, where a fair old dust-up took place and from there Reg and Jim led 
Barry for three laps. Barry tried everything, but Jim doggedly held him up 
and by the time he did get past, there was just no catching Reg. Jim may 
not have the speed, but his trackcraft is greatly underrated. How many times 
have we seen him beat some of the country’s top riders at Wimbledon purely 
through using his noddle. To lead “ Briggo ” for three laps on an away track 
must surely bring this fact home to most of us. Well done Jim! Peter 
Murray only scored three points, but his steady style and determination to 
win, even when passed, was most impressive. Not surprisingly, Nigel Rackett 
(for Gary Everett) failed to score, but he didn’t disgrace himself. 
POOLE—40 : B. Briggs 11, G. Mudge 7, G. Guasco and M. Cake 6, O. Fos- 
sengen 5, T. Laessing 4, P. Smith 1. 

WIMBLECLON—39: R. Moore 11, R. Luckhurst 8, T. Hedge 7 paid 8, 
C. Maidment 5 paid 6, J. Tebby 4 paid 5, P. Murray 3, N. Rackett 0. 


RIDERS AID FUND RESULT Set 9—on sale 14 May, 1970 
£10—1110, £6—234, £4—807, £1 each—36, 487, 622, 1489, 1732 




















SUPPORTERS SHOPS 
The three Supporters’ Kiosks are well stocked with attractive goods. This 
is what we offer : 


Car Stickers... sak we all= Bobble hats ... ae nop TLO 
Transfers — is co, LG Car badges ... fe .. = 16/- 
Metal lapel badges ... .. 2/6 Scarves sa Ba ... 16/6 
Cycle and M/C pennants... 2/6 Blazer badges ep ... 16/6 
Key fobs te ne we 4lf- Race jackets ... .. 18/—& 20/- 
Programme covers... 5/- Shoulder bags ake was “20/5 


Support the DONS! Show the colours ! 





FIXTURE LIST 1970 
Home fixtures are printed in Heavy Type 





Points 
Date Fixture Opponent Own Op 
thur. Mar. 19 METROPOLITAN CUP HACKNEY 52 26 
Thur. - ,, 26 BRITISH LEAGUE OXFORD 48 29 
Fri. amen BRITISH LEAGUE OXFORD 46 32 
Mon ead BRITISH LEAGUE SHEFFIELD 50 28 
Thur. April 2 METROPOLITAN CUP WEST 1AM 48 29 
Fri, 8 METROPOLITAN CUP HACKNEY 38 40 
Tues. a: METROPOLITAN CUP WEST HAM 49 2 
Thits. ste. BRITISH LEAGUE NEWPORT 54 24 
Thur. ,, 16 BRITISH LEAGUE POOLE 50 28 
Thure +2023 KNOCK-OUT CUP HACKNEY 44 34 
hur, « 4 30) WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP Q. ROUND 
Sat. May 2 BRITISH LEAGUE KING’S LYNN 41 37 
Pius ~ ss a, BRITISH LEAGUE EXETER 61 17 
lues. wo pele BRITISH LEAGUE WEST HAM 39 39 
Wed. @rl3 CHAMPS. v. CUP HOLDERS POOLE 38 40 
Ihur. ,, 14 BRITISH LEAGUE BELLE VUE 44 33 
Mon. » 18 BRITISH LEAGUE NEWCASTLE 30 48 
Chur prea Ait BRITISH LEAGUE KING’S LYNN 
Fri. ee BRITISH LEAGUE WOLVERHAMPTON 
Mon. ieee 2) WILLS INTERNATIONALE 
Ehyr.gess: 28 KNOCK-OUT CUP CRADLEY HEATH 
Thur. June 4 BRITISH LEAGUE HALIFAX 
Chute {jsmel) BRITISH LEAGUE WOLVERHAMPTON 
Sat. fen A) BRITISH LEAGUE HALIFAX 
Thur. ,, 18 BRITISH LEAGUE WEMBLEY 
bri. eet BRITISH LEAGUE HACKNEY 
Thur. ,, 25 BRITISH LEAGUE NEWCASTLE 
Sat. ez BRITISH LEAGUE COVENTRY 
Thur. July 2 BRITISH LEAGUE WEST HAM 
Sat. oa 4 BRITISH LEAGUE WEMBLEY 
Taare 9 BRITISH LEAGUE SWINDON 
Sat. a BRITISH LEAGUE SWINDON 
Thur. ,, 16 SOUTHERN RIDERS 
CHAMPIONSHIP Q. ROUND 
Thur. ,, 23 BRITISH LEAGUE LEICESTER 
Wed. ee | BRITISH LEAGUE POOLE 
Thur » 30 Ist TEST ENGLAND v. NEW ZEALAND 
Sat. Aug. 1 BRITISH LEAGUE CRADLEY H 
Thur. . 6 (No meeting at Wimbledon) 
BRITISH LEAGUE SHEFFIELD 
Fri. Bi BRITISH LEAGUE GLASGOW 
Thur; ,, 13 BRITISH LEAGUE HACKNEY 
Fri. ela BRITISH LEAGUE NEWPORT 
Mon BRITISH LEAGUE EXETER 
Thurs , 20 BRITISH LEAGUE COVENTRY 
Fri. » 24 LONDON CUP HACKNEY 
Thur. ,, 27. . BRITISH LEAGUE CRADLEY HEATH 
Mon. » wl LONDON CUP 3.0 p.m WEST HAM 
LONDON CUP 8.0 p.m. WEST HAM 


Thur. Sept. 3 SOUTHERN RIDERS 
CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL 


Sat. ‘a aie BRITISH LEAGUE BELLE VUE 
Thur. ,, 10 LONDON CUP WEMBLEY 

Thor: 3747 LONDON CUP HACKNEY 

Tues. ,, 22 BRITISH LEAGUF LEICESTER 
Thurs. ,, 24 LAURELS 

Thur, Oct. 1 BRITISH LEAGUF GLASGOW 

Thur. et) To be arranged 

Thur. ry be) To be arranged 





DESMOND PRESS LIMITED, R/O 233 WIMBLEDON PARK ROAD, S.W.18. 01-874 6620. 








